





Contractor Jerry Carpenter smooths crushed gravel surface of Lansing's new rail-
trail on the former Virginia-Carolina rail bed in Ashe County. A town park is next.

Lansing builds a bit of Creeper for its own

Lansing’s got trail. Not the 14 miles of
Carolina Creeper envisioned (two years
ago, but the town now does have one-half
mile of rail-trail on the former Virginia-
Carolina rail bed. The project includes a
quarter-mile return loop and a bridge over
Big Horse Creek to a five-acre park with
shelter building. The first stage of grading
and applying crushed gravel was com-
pleted in September.

The Lansing park and trail was a
holdover from an aborted 2000 attempt to
extend the Virginia Creeper from the state
line to Lansing. It was envisaged as an
Ashe County trailhead for an extended
Creeper. That Creeper extension was
dashed when reversionary property
owners along Big Horse Creek organmized

Carolina extension.

The trailhead project was continued as a
town park under direction of the Blue
Ridge Resource Conservation and
Development Council, which purchased
property and easements on behalf of
Lansing,

The rail-trail portion of the project was
financed by NC Adopt-A-Trail and
National Recreation Trail Program grants.
Vannoy Construction Co. of Ashe County
contributed crushed gravel for trail
surfacing.
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opposition to the long-wanted North

Trail Fable

A mild fall weekday and the your OI" Ed
thought he had the rail-trail to himself
when another trail user appeared. A
quarter mile ahead a four-footed critter
was trotting along in the same direction

As OI' Ed drew closer. the animal
looked over its shoulder several times
without breaking stride, What was it? It
didn’t have the gait of a dog or cat. Too
fast for a possum. Possibly a raccoon? No,
too dark. It didn’t have the facial mark-
ings.

The separation was now down to 100
feet. “On the left,” wamed OI' Ed. The
furry creature moved 1o the center of the
trail without looking back or breaking
stride.

Whatever it was. it showed absolutely no
regard. Could the animal be rabid? Better
stop. With that in mind. the animal
suddenly urned and reversed direction. lts
teeth were showing and its tail high in the
air.

A spotted skunk!!!

Startled, OI' Ed still astride his bike,
tried a hasty 180-degree turnabout . . . got
his feet tangled up . . .and toppled to the
ground.

No time for dignity. Just get up and run
in the opposite direction. During a sprint,
it was OI" Ed’s turn to look back over his
shoulder.

The skunk was sniffing the fallen bike
and taking its own sweet ime about it
Deciding that there was nothing to eat. the
skunk finally turned and continued in its
original direction. Last seen, it was
rounding a curve far down the trail.

Moral: A bird in the bush is better than a
skunk at hand.

W% JOIN THE NORTH CAROLINA RAIL-TRAILS

INITIATIVE. NOW!

Name Address

City State ZIP
Telephone: Homs Work E-mail
Reason for interest in rail-trails

NCRT annual memberships: Individual - $20, Corporate £100
Mail to North Carolina Rail Trails, PO Box 61348, Durham NC
THANK YOU FOR JOINING NCRT
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"To Preserve Rail Corridors and Promote Rail - Trails"
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