


Volunteers out in front of development 
This artie/I! 011 Friends of thi! .4mericon 
Tobacco Trail first appeared ill the Elmh 
Share of North CarolillCl 1/l!lI'slellu. Thad 
Howard is the mlumeu group's trail boss. 

AI 9 am. on the first and third Saturday of 
every month. you' \I find Thad Howard 
standing al lhe end ofScon King Road in 
southern Durh:ml COUnlY. tools and work 

in hand. Together Wllh a crew of 
volunleers. Howard wi ll spend lhe day 
trimming trees. cleaning up tl'3sh, planting 
aL:I.leas. pulllllg up signs :md building 
fences. 

Howard coordinates lhese workdays 
because he's passion:ue ahoUi developing 
greenways for recreation and I1 ltem:nhe 
transportation uses. 

A Nonh Carolina nau \'c who moved to 
the Triangle 15 years ago. Howard started 
promoting nltem:lIivc Inlnspon3uon while 
sen'ing as chair orwe Durham chapler of 
the Sierra Club. 
Three years ago he joined the board or 

the Triangk RaHs-to-Tr.ails Conser.aocy, 
::a NCRT affiliate. He then staned working 
on the American Tobacco Trail. a 23-mile 
rnil-Irai llhal when completed will run 
from downtown Durham to New Hi ll 
Road in western Wake CoulllY. 

For Howard. rail-trail s til..e this one 
make good sense for the community. 
"Lots of people are ...... llIlIg 10 wall.. two 

miles or bike (h'e miles 10 work We 
shou ld seriously consider greenways as 
viable alternative transportation corridors, 
It saves businesses money because they 
don' , have to bui ld p;uking lo ts. 11 saves 
the state money because il doesn't ha "'c 10 
build more roads. And il 's healthy:' 
In his eyes. the AlT has the potentiaJ to 

be much more than :l paved pathway for 
cyclisls and pedeslrians. He stcs it as a 
communit y assci. a greenway that will 
connect neighborhoods. reduce Irnffic 
congesuon. improve public health and in 
genernl make the Triangle a ik!lIer place 
to live, 

Howard willmg to dedicate time and 
hard work to make his vision a reaHty. He 
spends countlo.:ss hours sccuring funding 
for trail projects. planning for landscaping 
and signs and nl(.'eting with neighbor­
hoods and local schools to get them 
involved in Ihe projecL When he's noc 
working as IJ molecular biologist at Duke 
University. he scr.'es o n IWO Durham 
commissions: the Open Space and Trails 
Commission and the newly created 
Bicycle and Commissio n. Recently he 
organized Friends of the A 11. a volunteer 
corps conuniucd 10 building. the rall'lrail 
0 111:: workday at a tllne. 

Howard is upbeal about the g.reenway·s 
rUlure and proud to report Ihal groups like 
lhe Club. the Carolina Tarwh ... 'Cb 

Taking out the trash, tunk and garbage Is one of the ways Friends of the ATT is 
clearing Ihe way tor on-going development of the Triangle Region rail-trail. 

Thad Howard, Friends of the A TT trail 
boss, reclears the way In southern 
Durham county after an early Ice storm 
downed trees across the rail bed. 

and Triangle Horse Council all are 
commlillng urrn! and energ) 10 the 
projeci. "Once the trail is longer :l.lld 
connected 10 other trails. grecnways and 
parks, Ilhink we" II be surprised at how 

many people use """ 
Others in the Triangle share hiS enthusi­

asm Jim Goodmon. President and CEO 
of Capilol Broadcasting. pledged 10 
donale thousands of azaleas and $50.000 
o ... er fi ve ye3l"S 10 lhe A 11 project. 

Howard says the project is gainmg 
mom(.'ntum with Ihe help of local govern­
ments and communlly groups. Too 
modest 10 take any personal credit for Ihls 
success. he's glad lo.see hIS effol1s to gel 
people .... orking together toward a 
common goal haH! produced re!>uhs. 
3dding "Arter all those I ha\c 
w ille nice sho\'eilng too." 
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Contractor Jerry Carpenter smooths crushed gravel surface of lansing's new rail­
trail on the former Virginia-Carolina rail bed In Ashe County. A town park Is next 

Lansing builds a bit of Creeper for its own 
Lansing's got trail. NO! the 14 miles of 
Carolina Creeper envisioned tWO years 
ago. but the town now does have one-half 
mile of r.ul-trail on the former Virginia­
Carolina rai l bed . The project includes a 
quaner-mile return loop and a bridge over 
Big Hol'SC Creek to a fi ve-acre park wllh 
shelter building. The first stage of grading 
and applying crushed gravel w::as com­
plcted in September. 
The Lansing park !md trJ.il was a 

holdo ver from an aborted 1000 attemplto 
extend the Virginiu Creeper from the state 
line 10 Lansing. 11 was em isagcd as an 
Ashe County trailhead for an extl!nded 
Creeper. That Creeper extension was 
dashed when reversionary property 
owners along Big Horse Creek organized 
opposition ttl the long-wanted North 

Carolina extension_ 
The trailhead project was continued as a 

IOwn park under direction of lhe Blue 
Ridge Resource Conservation and 
Developmellt Council. which purchased 
propert :y and casements on behalf of 
Lansmg. 
The rail-trail portion of the project was 

financed by NC Adopt-A-Trail and 
National Recreation Trail Program grams. 
Vannoy Construction Co. of Ashe County 
contributed crushed grn\cl for trail 
surfacing. 

Char1er Member 

Trail Fable 
A mi ld faU weekday and the your 01' Ed 
thought he had the rail-trail to himself 
when another trail user appeared. A 
quarter mile ahead a four-footed criUer 
was trotting along in the same direction. 

As or Ed drew closer. the animal 
looked over its shoulder severn) times 
without breaking stride, What was it? It 
didn ' t have the gait of a dog or cal. Too 
fast for a possum. Possibly a raccoon? No. 
tOO d:l.rk. It didn't have the faei:!1 mark­
ings. 
The separation was now down to 100 

fect. "On the left:' warned or Ed. The 
furry creature moved to the center of the 
trail without looking back o r breaking 
stride. 

Whatever it was. it showed absolutely no 
regard. Could the animal be rabid? BeHer 
SlOp. With that in mind. the animal 
suddenly turned and reversed direction. Its 
teeth were sho'Wing and its tail high in the 
air. 

A spotted skunk!!! 
Stan led. or Ed still astride his bike. 

!.ried a hasty ISO-degree turnabout •• . got 
his feet tanv. led up ... and toppled to the 
ground. 
No time for dignlly. Just getup and run 

in the opposite direction. During a Sprilll . 
il was or furs tum to look back over tus 
s houlder. 

The skunk was sniffi ng Ihe fallen bike 
and taking its own s" eel tiltH.: about It. 
Deciding that there was nothing to eat. the 
I'kunk finall y turned and continued in il!> 
o riginal direction. Last secl!. it wa.., 
rounding a curve far down the trail. 

Moral: A bird ill III" blllh is b"'fu than u 
skunk {f/ IWI/d. 

JOIN THE NORTH CAROLINA RAIL-TRAILS INITIATIVE, NOW! 

Name' ___________________________________ ,Address, ________________________________________ __ 

Cit y ________________________________ State' _____________________ Z I p ________________ _ 

Telephone; Home __________________________ Work. _________________________ E-mail ________________ _ 

Reason for interest in rail~trails __________________________________________________________ _ 

NCRT annual memberships; Individual ~ $20, Corporate ~ $100 
Mail co North Carolina Rail Trails, PO Box 61348, Durham NC 2771S~1348 

TBAHJC YOU FOR JOINl:NG NCllT 

"To Preserve Rail Corridors and Promote Rail - Trails" 
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