





Safe Routes to School new funding source

I'he US House of Representatives recently
passed a special Safe Routes to School
(SR2S) program with a billion dollars in
funding over five years. The Senate is
expected to concur in most of the House
bill provisions and the total transportation
funding package including SR2S will
likely be signed by the president.

A number of states have had a SR2S
program for years. The SR2S programs
are also designed to help mitigate the child
obesity problem well documented in this
country. Current federal law and regula-
tions permit the states to use federal safety
and hazard set aside funds ftor their SR2S
programs. Many state DOTs have not set
up a4 SR2S program. Some states have
passed legislation to require their depart-
ments of transportation to fund SR2S
programs. The leading SR2S state,
California, in fact requires that one-third
of the federal safety and hazard funds be
used for SR2S.

Unfortunately North Carolina has no
developed SR2S program. If your
local trail project would help children get
to schools safely, NC DOT should be
requested to provide SR2S funds for your
rail- trail or greenway project. I the
request is denied. NC DOT should be
challenged to justify the basis for the
demal.

Safe Routes to School involves studies,
mapping, education. traffic calming,
installation of traffic signals and new
sidewalks.

Additionally federal guidelines make it
clear that purchase and development of
multipurpose trails such as rail-trails are
permitted

and encouraged uses for the hazard and
safety funds.

The new federal program and SR2S
funding are in addition to monies for
safety and hazard funding. It is also in
addition to the TEA-21 enhancement
funds commonly used for off road bike or
multi-use trails.

The new federal program will require
states to set up SR2S programs including
a full-time state SR2S coordinator.

The program provides for a generous
amount of funding for a few demonstra-
tion projects, Those states and localities
with existing programs doubtless will have
a head start in obtaining demonstration
project grants.,

In some states the program is closely
identified with its governor. Michigan’s
program 1s referred to as "Gov. Jennifer
Granholm’s Safe Routes to School
Program." In Pennsylvama, press releases
with great frequency announce that Gov.
Rendell is handing out a check to various
localities as part of “Ed Rendell’s Home
Town Streets and Safe Routes to School
Program”. Perhaps some of our elected
and appointed officials will see the public
benefits and public relations of a SR2S
program,
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Whistle Stops

Promising Rail-Trails

The Virginia General Assembly has passed
legislation to enable the Department of
Conservation and Recreation to acquire a
current 34-mile Norfolk Southern aban-
donment that runs from Burkeville to
Farmville and Pamplin City. But wait,
there’s more!

Our neighbor to the north has set its
sights on 400 miles of surplus rail corni-
dors in Southside, the region comprised of
22 counties below the James River, Last
fall VDCR held a regional conference. The
keynote speaker was Gov. Mark Warner
He and others pointed to the community,
recreation and economic benefits that
could be realized from a Southside rail-
trail network. Frequently mentioned were
the successes of the Virginia Creeper and
New River State Trail, both at the North
Carolina line in the southwest cormner of
the state

As one VDCR official summed it up:
“*We have mountains, we have sea, and we
have railroad lines to connect them.”

By comparison, H 1230, a bill to
encourage railbanking through expanded
interim trail use, died last year ina North
Carolina General Assembly committee for
lack of attention. NC DENR has not
sought 1o preserve inactive rail corridors,
and it has been 10 years since NC DOT
has preserved a rail corridor.

Hello, Gov. Mike Easley? Do you recall
the broad statements you made in support
of facilitating rail-trails when you first ran
for attorney general 13 years ago?

We do

@ JOIN THE NORTH CAROLINA RAIL-TRAILS INITIATIVE. NOW!

Name Address

City State ZIP
Telephone: Home Work E-mail
Reason for interest in rail-trails

NCRT annual memberships: Individual - $25, Corporate $100

Mail to North Carolina Rail Trails, PO Box 61348, Durham NC 27715-1348

THANK YOU FOR JOINING NCRT

(Spring 05)

"To Preserve Rail Corridors and Promote Rail - Trails"




Laurel River a trail to lumbering past
For a scenic outing in western North Carolina, put the Laurel
River Trail in Madison County on your list. The 3.6-mile rail-trail
is beside the Laurel River on a long-deserted section of the
Madison Co. Railroad, a lumbering line in the Pisgah National
Forest. Fat tire bikes are best for the ballast and dirt surface.

From Hot Springs, take US 25/70 east to the intersection of NC

208 and the Laurel River. A dirt road turns into parking and the
trail, which follows the river downstream to the ghost town of
Reunion, where the Laurel empties into the French Broad River.

Washington backs CCT bridge access
The Washington City Council has passed a resolution urging the
NC DOT to provide bike/ped passage on a new US 17 bypass
bridge at the west edge of the downtown area to assure continu-
ity for the proposed Coastal Carolina Trail.

The new bridge over the Tar-Pamlico River could facilitate
extending the rail-trail south to Chocowinity on river front
recreation land and rail corridor owned by Washington.
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