
,., f:unding boosts "i Creeper 
irntprovements 
\'.' 'lilt a fool of paving in sight. 
\'i tr:msportalion funding take;. r:td· 
1;1 :' ',.riously. One example i" more than 

" I IIdlioll Ihal has heen alloealed over 
'l'lrs 10 maintain alld improve the 

'"I III i., Virginia Creeper National 
R,; (Ilion Trail. Meanwhile. 11K ronnel" 
\' i ,I I Ill-Carolina Railway sils idle in 
'\ ". C(U'olin(t while the Creeper 
]"1( .• d.:s regional recreation and hoost" 
I<)l I .:dlllomies norl11 of Ihe state line. 

! I ';'SI rl:'cen/ ('l'idl!l1(,(' (!{Ihe S/lI/l:' 
ri'·. 1,.:(1.1' tfle Apnl 24 growl(ibr('akilH.!, 
i; " ::.'50.()()() tmil/lead projeci (I{ Wllill:' 
!", I.IIII:'·lwl(mile nOr/I, ofNonh 

Ii 'Id(/, T/wfwuis will he /lsed 10 ('reCl 
I; r I,,, a (ifllil! White Top dejJOI. create 11 

lili!d {/ roundtahle (Il1/pllitliemf/". 

III' restroom.I' and imprm'l:' risilor 
rh', ' " , . 

.1 finished, the facilities will 
·til ltl:1 e increased tramc on Ille castem 
IlllJ I II oj' Ille trail. said U"S. Rep, Rick 
30 ',: h,T of Ahi ngdon. The congressman 
ilil' ressively pursued funding for 
C'n ; projects. 
:;;; k ,ng al the groundhreaking. Rep. 

bOI" heT pointed out new year-round 
111 ,l,IL potentials. "These (new) husi­
Ill." l: hring economic hencfit 10 Wash­
III ,; : :lllld Grayson counties. without 
"[\1 II, I ': any of the area's natural heauty 
:tr ,:,.:ting the lifestyle enjoyed hy the 
I';'; L.nls. 

"I III enahlc us to realize the 
II' llIic potential of the Virginia 

en 1"<:1 Trail." said Ille congressman. 
Da ! us. which is al Ille middle. and 

North Carolina • 
\.J 

The Southeast's premier rail-trail, the Virginia Creeper, is benefitting from 
million infusion of transportation funds. The majority of the funding is to maintain 
the dozens of bridges and trestles that span rapid-flowing trout A ne.w depot 
and trailhead park will be developed this year at the North Carohna state Ime. 

Ahingdon. the western trailhead. have 
heell receiving noticeahlc economic 
hoosts from the Creeper. 

111 his remarks. Rep. Bllucher also 
encollraged Norlfl Carolina to pursue 
extending tlie Creeper, TIle Virginia­
Carolina Raillnl.l' ('()ntinl/C't/ 45 miles 
fron! Wllite Top to Lansing, Wexl 
.lef{er.wn and Tod(/ /n Ashe Count)'. 

Ahingdon and Damascus jointly own the 
weslern end or the Creeper. The partner­
ship recently received approval to spend 
S750.000 in Transportation EnhaJlCement 
funds for hridge and trail maintenance. 
The U,S Forest Service. which OWIlS the 

White Top to Damascus section. 
recti ved 5512.000 for Creeper mainte­
nance and improvements during a four­
year period. 

Lincolnton looks down 
the line to expansions 
The Lincolnton Rail-Trailcommillce has 
engaged in preliminary dis('ussions with 
corridor properly owners for the PUrp{lSL' 

of extending the ncw trail hcyond the 
downtown area. 

Se('tions of Ihe Carolina & Northweslern 
corridor north and south or the husinc;.s 
dislrict arc on railroad casements thai 
reverted to adjoining properties. 

Additional opportunilies exist to extend 
lhe trail heyond Lincolnton. The Catawha 
Lalld COllservancy has negotiated 10 

preserve private property Oil hOlh sides 01 

the Soulll Fork River a mile south of the 
city, The property includes ahouttwo 
miles of Ille C&NW Ime. Norfolk· 
Soulhern has heell approached ahoul Ihe 
corridor property it still owns. 
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Rail-trails share in expanded grants 
North Carolina rail-trail projects received 
Syq.oon of Ihe availahk SX~5J)()() ll)l/X 
Natiollal Recreational Trails Fund gnUlls 
and S I n.117 of the sns.()()O ! Yl/X-jl/l/l) 
NC Adopt-A-Trail Fund. BoUl grant 
programs an: admilli,'ten:d hy the stale 
Trails Prognun. 

-I'lle klleral TEA-21 luuded NRTF 
,llllouut was increased to $l)25.000 for the 
Il)l)l) grant cycle. which is now hdllg 
processed. Several rail-trail projects have 
heen uotified of sdectioll and will receivc 
aUlhorizatioll after state and federal 
reviews. 

The state Adopt-A-Trail fund has heen 
J'etumed to the S JiS.fl()() kve l for Ihe 
!l)l/l)-2()()() grant cycle, Applications mllst 
he suhmilted hy Aug. 6 of this year. 

[n addition to Trails Program awards. 
the Grel'llvilk Travel and Tourism 
Authority received a S6J)()() grant from 
NC Division or Tourism. Film and Spons 
Development to puhlish Ule Coastal 
Carolina Trail Master Plan and a fcahility 
study for the Stokcs to Pactolus section. 

1998 Natinnal Recreational Trails Fund 
Anson County - Yadkin-Pec Dec Lakes 
Projecl. First stage construction of Ule 
Carolina Heartlands Rail-Trail and 
trailhcad facilities. S25.S60 

Row,Ul County LandTrlJst for Central 
Carolina. Develop thn.:e-Illile Gold Hill 
Rai I-Trail. S10J)f)O 
Rutherford Coullly - Bedlller Develop­
m":llt Corporation. Develop ).5-milcs of 
Ilew trail and constructioll of access 
parking sites Oil ClilTside Heritage Trail. 
S2X.5()O 
Rutherf()rd Coul1lY - City of Spindale. 
Legal and filing fecs to rail hank X.S-milc 
right-of-way for the Thennal Belt :'-Jorth 
Rail-TraiL S 1f1.000 

1998-1999 Adopt-A-Trail (;rants 
Anson County - Sandhill Trail Rider!-.. 
COllstru(l UlfeL' miles of the Carolina 
H..:artland Rail-Trail and two trailhead 
facilities. S4.7:-15 
Chath,un emd Lee Counties Deep River 
Park Association.Trail master plan for 
wmplcting cOllllections h..:twcen the 
River TraiL the Deep River Rail-TraiL 
and the Deep River Park. 54.4Yl 
Co\tnnhus County - Wacc;unaw Cypress 
Trail Commillee. F..:asihility study for l~­
mile Waccamaw Cypress Rail-Trail 
pmjecl. S4.4Y I 
Rutherford County Town of Alexander 
Mills. Forrest Hum Greenway Rail-Trail 
constructioll. S2.:i50 

Rutherford County and the Spindale, Rutherfordton and Ruth communities will 
benefit from a NRTF grant to help railbank 8.5 miles of the Thermal Belt Railroad. 

Board member honored 
for environmental work 
Herh OU'lloll_ NC R r s newest hoard 
rnemher. was rccogni/cd Oil Earlll Day 
for his long-lime Cllvironmcnal activism 
hy heillg inducted as a memhcr of Epsilon 
Nu Eta. the East Carolina University 
Environlll(.'ntal Health Honor Society. 

Inducted along with Carltoll werc C.S. 

Herb Carlton 
Rep Eva Clayton: Dr. David Mc:'-Jaughl. 
director the North Carolina Clean Water 
Management Trust Fund: Rear Admiral 
Wehster Young. director of the U.S. 
Puhlie Health Service ()ffiee of Emer­
gency Preparedness: Capt. Patrick Bol1all. 
National Cell\er ror Environmental 
Health Center for Diseas~ Control and 
Prevcntion. and three ECU students. 

Carlton is a rL'tired ECU po\illcal 
sciencc instruct()r who -.erves Oil the 
Greenvilk Greenway Committee and the 
Coastal Ccu'oliml Trail Comrnilll'e. ,unong 
his Illany commitments. His envimlllnell­
tal services have included the Sierra 
Cluh. Friends of State Pm·h. and a long 
list of local cOllservatioll causes. Carltol} 
regularly perfonns trails maintenance at 

state parks and on the Appalachian Trail. 
He is known as a hands-on. grass-mots 

activist who quietly leads hy demonSlrat­
ing commiunenl. 

For news updates 
stop by the Info Depot: 

http://www.NCRailwTrails.org 

2 Transportation - Conservation - Recreation - Preservation 

http:http://www.NCRailwTrails.org


NCRT assists Dunn-Erwin 
federal trail railbanking 

Durham gives CO to ATT development 

l\CRT has assisted the Sandhills Area 
Lmld Trust with filing ror ft:deral Seetioll 
)I(d) railhankillg and inlCrim trail usc for 
six miles of the Ahcrdccn & Rockfish 
Railroad. The c(,!Tiuof. know!! as the 
Dunn-Erwin Railway. cOllnects the two 
H,mlell Coullty communities. 
Ed Lewis. the president of the Aherdeen 

& Rockfish. has agreed to work with 
SAL T for a cOllservatioll tax credit in 
return for donating the railroad property. 
II is the land trust's illlelllto place 

conservation covenants on the property 
and tllen deed the property to the county, 

The corridor traverses welhUlds of the 
Black River headwaters. It also wi II 
provide nonmotorized tr(U)sporation to 
community hospitals alld three puhlic 
schools. 

:-ICRT will assist in convening the 
railhcd 10 a puhlic traiL to he known as 
tlle Dunn-Erwin Connector. Hero Carlton 
and AI Capehart produceu a photo essay 
using the NCRT development evalution 
survey. "Assessment of all Unused Rail 
Corridor for Trail Purposes" Copies arc 
Oil file with the Dunn Chamher of 
Commerec and SALT. 

The Dunn-Erwin Connector is the 
soutllcm end of tllc Durh<un Southem 
Railroad. a fonner Duke suhsidiary. 
which connectcd Durham with the 
tooaeeo and eotloll of Harnett County. 
The railroad oegan life as the Cape Fear 
and Northern Railroad in tile 1 g~Os. The 
Aherdeen & Rockfish acquired the 
segment in the I <;I~(r s from CSX and 
operated it as a short line until the last 
shipper stopped using rail. 

Actual construction work Oil thc Ameri­
call Tooacl'o Trail in Durham was 
aUlhori/ed to stmt in May ... of this 
yew', The urhan Durhmn and Wake 
Coullty segments of the A IT corridor 
were acquired oy NC DOT 011 Aug. 1!. 
11)1)5. following eight years of Triangle 
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy mId NCRT 
advocacy. The rural Durham and 
Chathmn County section acquisition was 
completed Aug, 11. 1 <)<)~. 

S,Ulford ConstrUl:tion was awarded a 
S2.1 million colllnu:t to hegin developing 
Durhmn moan Phases A and B on May 
24. The first task will oe removal of the 
existing railroad trestles which were 
evaluated as unsafe hy NC DOT engi­
neers. The plan is to remove the hridges 
over roadways at night to avoid disrupi­
ing u·atlic. 
That process will oe followed hy 

grading and then installation of Ilew 
hridgcs. In preparaton for this, the city 
has moved a sewer line next to Blackwell 
Strcct to ma.ke room for new fill along thc 
trail corridor. Paving thc trail will come 
after that work is done. The contractors 
estimate that the entire projeu will ta.ke 
nine months to \:mnplcte. 

Meanwhile. there has heen progress as 
well on other seclions of the A TT further 
south. The city's acquisition of the 
corridor on Phase C of the trail. from 
Comwallis Road [0 NC 54. has he en 
certified hy the NC DOT Right of Way 
Division. That certification clears the 
move from design drawings to the 
engineering drawings and the construc­
tion hidding process for that section. 

Also, the hurdle of a hicycle and 
pedestrian hridge over 1-40 is much closer 
to The consultants 

hired to draw plan~ for conllections 
hetween the A IT and the Third Fork 
Creck Trail demonstrated thai til..: (usl'­

for the hridge were manageahle. and Ih..: 
hridge has now oecn included in thc 
Transportation Improvement Plan I'm the 
Durham region for Fiscal Year 20() l. Til..: 
Imld ('or tile trail corridor ill\.' heen 
acquired on hoth sides of 1-..t.O through 
casements with I,mdowners. sincL' the old 
railroad corridor no longer exists ill Ihat 
area. 

The first hair mile or twil was com­
pleted in that area last fall hy developers 
of the Kroger Center and Southpoilll 
residential suhdivision. 

Durllmu lilJd the NC DOT Rail Di\'j;..ioll 
arc current Iy working 011 tile lease 
agreement for the final segment of the 
corridor in Durhmn COUluy. a olle aud 
one-half mile sectioll hetween 
Fayetteville Roau allli the Chathmn 
County line. The puhlh: hearing 011 that 
section was held jointly with ChatlHun 
County on Feh. 24. Thc plans currently 
arc for the ATT S()util of Scoll Kin/,! Road 
to oe a natural surface trail. 

North Carolina Rail-Trails 
partiCipates in workplace campaigns with 

Look for us when you give at work 
For more information call 

800-200-6311 or 919·687·4840 

JOIN THE NORTH CAROLINA RAIL-TRAILS INITIATIVE, NOW! 

City ____________________________________ _ State _________________________ ZIP ____________________ _ 

~elep~oGe: Eome ________________________ _ \'Jo r:.<::. ________________________ E -rna::' 1 

Reason for interest in rail-trai 

NCRT annual memberships; Individual $20, Corporate $100 
Mail to North Carolina Rail Trails, PO Box 61348, Durham NC 27715-1348 

THANK YOU FOR JOINING NCRT 
(Spring 99) 
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See North Carolina by bike this fall 
Cycling Ihe lIonmOlOril.l'u Iypl' - will hecoml' visihle in the Tar 
Hl'eI slall' wilh Illl' inaugural Cycle NOf(h Carolina cross-stall' 
hicyde hlUr (kL 2 to 16. Thl' 720-milc Murphy-to-Mallleo road 
route will dl'l'l'nd from 5.000 fCl't to sea level. with many ups 
and downs for Ihl' first 4()() m iks. 

The oVl'might l'amps are Murphy. Franklin. Brevard. Black 
Mountain. For(;~.! CiIY. Linl'olntoll. Com:(!ru. A~.!ll'hor(). 
Hillst)()wugh. Raleigh. Wilson. Washingloll. Swan Quarta and 
Mallll'o. where an end of Ihl' ridl' party will he held. The tour 
will take the On:al'okl' ferry to the Outl'r Banks. 
CNC is sponsored hy Caritol Networks. NC D()T and the statl: 

tourism divisioll. Thl' ride is hl'ing organil.l'd and managl'd hy 
Nonh Carolina Amateur Sports. a sports promotion nonprofit 
corporatioll. 

Bicyclists l'an register for the l'lllirl' lOUr. a week or hy the day. 
Adult fcl's range from S200 for the tour to S:i) pl:r day. Reduced 
ratc" apply to youngs!l'rs 12 and under. R{'gi~!rali(ln rovers 

camping and haggage lransrort. hut docs Ilot includc mcals. 
For details and fonns. contact Mike Calcl'n at gOO-277-~76:i. 

l'-maiiucas@illlerpallu.;om or point your weh hrowsef to 
www.llcsports.org. 

Trail Hands Wanted 

Have corridor, need volunteer trail builders. Individuals and groups. 
Carolina Heartlands Rail-Trail project is pushing to open the first 

three miles this summer. Willing hands needed to clear brush and 
other trail development tasks. 
Volunteer labor contributes two ways: trailbuilding hours are 

credited as contributions toward NRTF development grant match. 
Work site is at Morven, midpoint on the 14-mile Anson County 

project. For work day schedule. call Myla Warfel at 704·851-3891. 

NCRTbQCII'd~l1gS· 
Su~r;1Q;3()a.m~,July.'1ij;Lih~qlntqnC ofe 
Fall: 1 P~30 a,m.Qct.9.J.)urttam(~i.teTBP) • ..•.. .. 

PO Box 61348 
Durham, NC 27715-1348 

Change Service Requested 

NORTH CAROLINA RAIL TRAILS INC. BOARD 

Chair 
Vice Chair 
Treasurer 
Director & Editor 
Director 
Director 
Director 
Director 
Director 
Director 
Director 

Carolyn Townsend. RN 
Tony Reevy 
John Stratton. MD 
Daniel Arrasmith 
AI Capehart PhD 
Herbert Carlton 
Harry Clapp. PE 
David Coats. ,10 
Gary Cornwell. RPh 
Michael Domonkos. JD 
John Morek. AICP 

Director Shashlr Raval. PhD 
Director Myta Warfel 

'Primary information contacts: Phone and Fax 

LOCAL CONTACTS 

Anson County Myla Warfel 
Ashe County Priscilla Brown 
Beaufort County Charles McClure 
Caswell County Forrest Altman 
Chatham County Margaret Jordan-Ellis 
Cherokee County Roy Sargent 
Cleveland County Fred Blackley 
Durham County Tom Mappes 
Gaston County Richard Durin 
Guilford County Joe Best 
Lincoln County Chafin Rhyne 
Martin County Crystal Baity 
Mecklenburg County John Morck 
New Hanover County Chns O'Keefe 
Onslow County Rhonda Rogers 
Pender County Pat Thomas 
Pitt County James Rhodes 
Stokes County David Simpson 
Transylvania County Mike Domonkos 
Wake County Leslie Kennedy 
Warren/Halifax County Howdy Tomlinson 

RESOURCE CONTACTS 

NC Parks Trails Program Tom Potter 
NC DOT Rail Planner Mark Sullivan 
NC DOT Bike-Ped. Prog. Curtis Yates 
NPS SE Region RTCP Chris Abbett 
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy Steve Emmett-Mattox 

• 919-542·5422 
919-416-0965 
919-383-5371 

• 828-495-4472 
• 919·542-0022 

252-756-0271 
336-697·7499 
919·828·0731 
704· 732- 1740 
828-884-7648 
704·643-2045 
919-515-8349 
704-851·3891 

704-851-3891 
336-982-9849 
252-974-2071 
336-234-8556 
919-898·4814 
828-321-6027 
704-484-1731 
919-490-0052 
704-822-6113 
336-282-1880 
704-735-17 46 
252-792-6605 
704-643-2045 
910·341-7444 
910-938-5236 
910·259-911 ~ 
252-830-6319 
336-969·6121 
828-884-7648 
919-362-4011 
252-586-6270 

919· 778·9488 
919-733-4713 
919-733-2804 
404-730-2311 
202-797-5400 

~ONPRCFIT ORGANIZATION 
U.S.Post:age 

Perm~t NO. ':'148 
Durham NC 27701 

http:www.llcsports.org
mailto:l'-maiiucas@illlerpallu.;om


About North Carolina Rail-Trails 

HISTORY - North Carolina Rail-Trails began as a steering committee June 3,1988. at the North Carolina 
Greenways Conference in Charlotte, was incorporated March 12. 1990, and received IRS 501 (c)(3) status 
Dec. 30. 1990. The corporate address is PO Box 61348, Durham, NC 27715-1348. 

NCRT is a charter member of the Environmental Federation of North Carolina and the North Carolina 
Center for Nonprofits. Bailey & Dixon of Raleigh represents NCRT's legal interests and assists legislative 
development. 

Clwrtlf \Womb ... 

PURPOSE - NCRT monitors the state's rail system, actively pursues corridor preseNation, retrieval and 
conversion to public trails. NCRT fosters local leadership and currently supports local rail-trail initiatives 
throughout the state. NCRT provides coordination between local. state and federal agencies. allied state 
and national organizations, and project funding sources. A primary instrument in this networking is the 
NCRT newsletter, "Little Toot," which has been published quarterly since 1989. 

The Board of Directors meets quarterly throughout the state at project locations. The members of the Board 
represent bicycling. hiking, equestrian, historic, conseNation, preseNation and economic development 
interests. 

PRIMARY OBJECTIVES -

1. Establish regional demonstration rail-trails of state significance. 

2. Obtain favorable rail corridor preseNation and interim trail legislation. 

3. Assist multiple local rail-trail corridor initiatives throughout North Carolina. 

4. Foster a statewide network of non-motorized commuting and recreation trails. 

Bailey & Dixon assisted in forming the NC Rail-Trails Plenary Committee, which during 1994-95 conducted 
an intensive study of state legal and administrative hurdles that inhibit rail corridor preseNation. More than 
25 railroad executives, private and public attorneys, deputy state secretaries. state administrators and 
departmental policy advisors participated in the review. The North Carolina Rail Corridors Round Table was 
established to expand public reach to additional corridor preseNation stakeholders. 

NCRT. in cooperation with the North Carolina Railroad Co., Friends of the State Parks, and the state Sierra 
Club Chapter, has introduced railbanking legislation through the state Rails Council, legislative research 
committees and the General Assembly. 

OPERATIONS - NCRT is a volunteer organization supported by dues, gifts and grants. It has received 
Adopt-a-Trail project grants from the NC Division of Parks and Recreation, operational grants from the 
Mary Duke Biddle and the Bryan Family foundations. and a rural economic development grant from the 
North Carolina Rural Center. NCRT also has seNed as project coordinator for two Rural Tourism 
Development Grant Programs funded by the NC Travel and Tourism Division. 

Public contact and project coordination offices are maintained by volunteers at Durham and Hickory. 

"To Preserve Rail Corridors and Promote Rail-Trails" 

Phone or Fax: 
Eastern NC 919-542-0022 
Western NC 828-495-4472 
infodepot@NCRail·Trails.org 

http:infodepot@NCRail�Trails.org

