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"Thistle Stops: 

Updating the front page flag reminds us 
that Little Toot and NCRT tum 10 years 
old this year. Moving the Old North State 
toward rail-trails is not a light load. It has 
been a long, uphill pulL Just maintalning 
traction sometimes is a struggle. 
Little Toot hopes for an adolescence of 
level grade sprints. Perhaps even a few 
exciting downhill dashes. BUI come 
whatever, Little Toot will huff and puff: 
"'I-think-I-can, I-think-I-can, I-think-I-can 

Thanks for your continuing support. 

Bill pushes stronger 
state railbanking law 

A bill containing language to mandate 
state railbanking was introduced to the 
NC General Assembly on May 21 by Sen. 
Ellie Kinnaird (D-Orange). The bill, S 
1270, is entitled "Act to Modify Depart­
ment of Transportation Condemnation 
Procedures." It also proposes modifica­
tions for all NC DOT right-of-way 
condemnation proceedings, plus conges­
tion mitigation requirements for high­
ways. 
The bill would strengthen the state's 

railbanking authority under GS 136-
44.36.B by changing the wording from a 
permissive "may" to a mandated "shall." 
The statute's section (b) would read: 
"The acquisition of abandoned railroad 
corridors shall be made unless there is a 
showing by clear, cogent and convincing 
evidence that the acquisition would not 
serve the public interest." 
The bill ha<; been a<;signed to the Senate 

Judiciary Committee. 

Brownback amendment 
gets axed in conference 
A combination of gra"s-root opposition 

and congressional oversight turned back 
Sen. Sam Brownback's attempt to make 
federal Section 8(d) railbanking more 
difficult as a part of the omnibus surface 
transportation bill, TEA-21. 
Sen. Brownback first attempted to 

eliminate Transportation Enhancements, 
a source of rail-trail funds under ISTEA. 
When that failed 10 play, the Kansa<; 
senator then offered an amendment that 
would allow local governments to block 
railbanking and interim trail use at the 
end of the application process. 

That amendment went to the joint 
Senate-House conference committee a" a 
rider to the Senate's version of the ISTEA 
reauthorization. 

Sen. John McCain (R-AZ) had earlier 
voiced opposition on the Senate floor and 
claimed jurisdiction over the amendment 
for the Commerce, Science and 
Transporation Committee. In the end, 
Sen. McCain was able to get the 
Brownback amendment dropped from 
TEA-21 in the joint conference commit­
tee. 
Rep. Bud Schuster (R-PA), chair of the 

House Transportation Committee, had 
previously told rail advocates from his 
district that he would leave f'ederaI 
railbanking alone as long a" the courts 
were addressing the property owner 
compensation issue. 

Sen. Brownback is a Kansas conserva­
tive who hao; played to that state's farm 
and ranch opposition to federal 
railbanking. He vowed to offer more 
legislation to discourage rail-trails. 

Complete ATT corridor 
acquisition said near 

NC DOT Rail Divison ha<; reportedly 
reached terms with the Norfolk-Southern 
to purcha..e the 6.9-mile south Durham 
County and Chatham County portion of 
the Triangle Region American Tobacco 
Trail corridor. Title transfer is expected 
by August, three years after the northern 
Durham and southern Wake County 
sections were railbanked. 

Grading and paving of the A TT within 
the City of Durham is now scheduled to 
be started this fall, although no contract" 
have been let at this time. Wetland 
pennits have been obtained and a bid 
package has been sent to NC DOT for 
approval. 

Construction will be done in four 
pha<;es. The fIrst three pha...es will be 
asphalt-paved and 10 feet wide. Phase A 
starts at Morehead Avenue near the 
Durham Bulls Athletic Park and goes 
south to Otis Street. 

At the south end, Wake County will 
hold a public hearing on A TT traillea..e 
and management at 7:00 p.m .. July 2S. at 
the Apex Middle School on NC 55, south 
of US 64. The A IT ma<;ter plan calls for 
this portion of the trail to be natural 
surface to accomodate equestrian use. 

Trails workshop scheduled 
A Rails-to-Trails Conservancy trail 

strategies workshop will be held from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday. Sept. 18. 
at Central Piedmont Community College 
in Charlottee. 

Advance registration information will be 
mailed to the NCRT list. Registration is 
$20 in advance and $25 at the door. 
Attendance is limited to 70. 

JOIN THE NORTH CAROLINA RAIL-TRAILS INITIATIVE. NOW! 
Name __________________________________ __________________________________________ __ 

City ____________________________________ 5tate ________________________ ZIP __________________ _ 

Telephone: Home _________________________ Work _________________________ Best Time ____________ _ 

Reason for interest in rail-trails, ______________________________________________________ ___ 

NCRT annual memberships: Individual - $20, Corporate - $100 
Mail to North Carolina Rail Trails, PO Box 61348, Durham NC 27715-1348 

THANK YOU FOR JOINING NeRT 
(S1.l."U..'1ler 9 8) 
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court rules against N-S Brevard title 
Brevard rail-trail advocates' hopes for favorably resolving a 

corridor ownership dispUle suffered a major setback in April 
when a federal district court ruled in favor of lhe adjacent 
property owners who bad challenged Norfolk-Soulhern's (illes. 

The object of (be suit wa<; two miles of lhe Transylvania 
Railroad between downtown Brevard and Pisgah Forest. Federal 
Magistrate Judge Max Cogburn ruled lhat 18 identical 1894 
titles were defective for want of air-tight habendum clauses. 
Habendum clauses traditonally set out what interest is being 
granted by title. 
The railroad's attorney and NCRT counsel believe lhe 

magistrate's ruling wa<; too narrowly focused and ignored 
established railroad property case law which wa<; presented by 
(be defense. 

However, (be course of appeal is uncertain due to a partial 
summary judgement, which wa<; sought by both sides. Such a 
judgement is not based on all (be disputed issues. Exactly what 
steps can be taken to ripen the case for appeal is unclear at (bis 
time. 

Williamston completes Skewarkee plan 
The Martin county seat town of Williamston ha<; completed its 

comprehensive plan for acquiring a .8-mile corridor and 
developing a rail-trail over the next two years. The Skewarkee 
Trail will connect downtown Williamston wilh Moratac Park. 
Skewarkee is local Native American for "bend in the river." 
The rail corridor is a CSX branch that provided a connection to 

barges coming up lhe Roanoke River. It's history dates back to 
1831 a<; part oflhe Williamston & Tarboro Railroad charter. 
A proposed budget is $266,000 for acquisiton and develop­

ment. The project contact is Brent Kanipe, planning and zoning 
director, at 919-792-5142. 
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Change Service Requested 

NORTH CAROLINA RAIL TRAILS INC. BOARD 

Chair Carolyn Townsend, RN • 919-542-5422 
Vice Chair Tony Reevy 919-416-0965 
Secretary John Morek, AICP 704-643-2045 
Treasurer John Stratton, MD 919-383-5371 
Director & Editor Daniel Arrasmith • 828-495-4472 
Director AI Capehart, PhD • 919-542-0022 
Director Harry Clapp, PE 336-697-7499 
Director David Coats, LLD 919-828-0731 
Director Gary Cornwell, RPh 704-732-1740 
Director Michael Domonkos, LLD 828-884-7648 
Director Shashir Ravel, PhD 919-51~8349 

Director Vonn Stone, MM 704-624-9248 

·Primary information contacts: Phone and Fax 
e-mail: capehart<73740.2725@compuserve.com > 

e-mail: Arrasmith<:darrasmith@abts.net > 

LOCAL CONTACTS , 

Anson County Myla Warfel 704-851-3891 
Ashe C<.unty Priscilla Brown 336-982-9849 
Beaufol" County Charles McClure 252-974-2071 
Caswell County Forrest Altman 336-234-8556 
Chatham County Margaret Jordan-Ellis 919-898-4814 
Cherokee County Roy Sargent 828-321-6027 
Cleveland County Fred Blackley 704-484-1731 
Durham County Tom Mappes 919-490-0052 
Guilford County Joe Best 336-282-1880 
Uncoln County Chafin Rhyne 704-735-1746 
Martin County . Crystal Baity 252-792-6605 
Mecklenburg County John Morek 704-643-2045 
New Hanover County Gloria Berger 252-791-4159 
Onslow Counly Rhonda Rogers 252-938-5236 
Pender County Pat Thomas 252-259-9111 
Pitt Counly James Rhodes 252-830-6319 
Stokes County David Simpson 336-969-6121 
Transylvania County Mike Domonkos 828-884-7648 
Wake Counly Leslie Kennedy 919-362-4011 
Warren/Halifax County Howdy Tomlinson 252-586-6270 

RESOURCE CONTACTS 

NC Parks Trail Speclist 
NC DOT Rail Planner 
NC DOT Bike-Ped. Prog. 
National Park Service RTCP 
NPS SE Region RTCP 
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy 

Tom Potter 
Mark Sullivan 
Curtis Yates 
Tom lurino 
Chris Abbett 
Steve Emmett-Mattox 

919-n8-9488 
919-733-4713 
919-733-2804 
202-56~ 1181 
404-730-2311 
202-797-5400 
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