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Court rules against N-S Brevard title

Brevard rail-trail advocates’ hopes for favorably resolving a
corridor ownership dispute suffered a major setback in April
when a federal district court ruled in favor of the adjacent
property owners who had challenged Norfolk-Southern's titles.

The object of the suit was two miles of the Transylvania
Railroad between downtown Brevard and Pisgah Forest, Federal
Magistrate Judge Max Cogburn ruled that R identical 1894
titles were defective for want of air-tight habendum clauses.
Habendum clauses traditonally set out what interest is being
granted by title.

The railroad’s attorney and NCRT counsel believe the
magistrate’s ruling was too narrowly focused and ignored
established railroad property case law which was presented by
the defense.

However, the course of appeal is uncertain due (o a partial
summary judgement, which was sought by both sides. Such a
judgement is not based on all the disputed issues. Exactly what
steps can be taken to ripen the case for appeal is unclear at this
time.

Williamston completes Skewarkee plan

The Martin county seat town of Williamston has completed its
comprehensive plan for acquiring a .8-mile corridor and
developing a rail-trail over the next two years. The Skewarkee
Trail will connect downtown Williamston with Moratac Park.
Skewarkee is local Native American for “bend in the river.”

The rail corridor is 2 CSX branch that provided a connection to
barges coming up the Roanoke River. It’s history dates back to
1831 as part of the Williamston & Tarboro Railroad charter.

A proposed budget is $266,000 for acquisiton and develop-
ment. The project contact is Brent Kanipe, planning and zoning
director, at 919-792-3142.

NORTH CAROLINA RAIL TRAILS INC. BOARD

Chair Caroiyn Townsend, RN " 919-542-5422
Vice Chair Tony Reevy 919-416-0965
Secretary John Morck, AICP 704-643-2045
Treasurer John Stratton, MD $19-383-5371
Director & Editor Darviel Arrasmith * 828-495-4472
Director Al Capehart, PhD ¥ 919-542-0022
Director Harry Clapp, PE 336-697-7493
Director David Coats, LLD 919-828-0731
Director Gary Cornwell, RPh 704-732-1740
Director Michael Domonkos, LLD 828-884-7648
Director Shashir Raval, PhD 919-515-8348
Director Vonn Stone, MM 704-624-9248

*Primary information contacts: Phone and Fax
e-mail:  Capehart « 73740,2725@ compuserve.com >
e-mail:  Arrasmith < darrasmith@abts.net >

LOCAL CONTACTS N

Anson County Myla Warfel 704-851-3831
Ashe County Priscilla Brown 336-982-9849
Beaufor: County Charles McCiure 252-974-2071
Caswell County Forrest Altman 336-234-8556
Chatham County Margaret Jordan-Ellis 919-898-4814
Cherokee County Roy Sargent 828-321-6027
Cleveland County Fred Blackley 704-484-1731
Durham County Tom Mappes 919-490-0052
Guilford County Joe Best 336-282-1880
Lincoln County Chafin Rhyne 704-735-1746
Martin County _Crystal Baity 252-792-6605
Mecklenburg County John Morck 704-643-2045
New Hanover County Gloria Berger 252-791-4159
Onslow County Rhonda Rogers 252-938-5236
Pender County Pat Thomas 252-259-9111
Pitt County James Rhodes 252-830-6319
Stokes County David Simpson 336-969-6121
Transylvania County Mike Domonkos 828-884-7648
Wake County Leslie Kennedy 813-362-4011
Warren/Halitax County Howdy Tomlinson 252-586-6270

RESOURCE CONTACTS

NC Parks Trail Speclist Tom Potter 916-778-9488
NC DOT Rail Planner Mark Sullivan 9157334713
NC DOT Bike-Ped. Prog. Curtis Yates 919-733-2804
National Park Service RTCP  Tom lurinc 202-565-1181
NPS SE Region RTCP Chris Abbett 404-730-2311
Rails-to-Traits Conservancy  Steve Emmeti-Matiox 202-797-5400
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